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Tue subject of the following report, Catharine, et. 20, consulted me 
some six months since, for loss of vision in left eye. ‘The second day from 
the time when she first experienced any morbid sensations, the power of 
perceiving light with this eye was entirely lost, though the symptoms 
had by no means been very severe. The general aspect of the eye 
taught me that the disease was not one of ordinary internal inflammation; 
and led me to form an unfavorable prognosis. 


Soon after this, the patient entered a ss institution, and I sgeitio 


more of her till some six weeks since. Her eye then gave her no pain ; 
but she thought it was enlarging. ‘The anterior portion of the globe 
was slightly prominent, and there was a peculiar opacity of the cornea, 
but it offered less of the leucomatous aspect than is usual in commion 
staphyloma, 

Two will to the performance of the operation, she 
came to my office. The anterior as of the globe had become so 
prominent as to project beyond the lids, but its surface was uniform, with- 
out any nodulated irregularity. 

On the 25th of August, the day of the operation, the abnormal promi- 
nence of the anterior portion of the globe had ptibly increased 
The appearance of the cornea somewhat resembled that which it  pre- 
sents when pus has accumulated within the anterior chamber. ° 
sclerotica, at three or four points near the margin of the cornea, offered 
the thin and nodulated aspect presented in those case’ of staphyloma 
where the choroid becomes viable through the attenuated fibrous mem- 
brane. ‘The globe was not at all protruded from the orbit, and moved 
freely. Its posterior portion seemed healthy ; the only enlarged vessels 
were two or three in the sub-conjunctival cellular tissue, running from the 
tumor. ‘The eye was not at all painful. 

Though the appearances by the tumor, and some of the 
symptoms developed during the progress @f the case, rendered it 
bable the disease was malignant ; yet theré was so much variation 
the ordinary phenomena of cancerous affection of the eye, that I thought 
it proper first to operate as for staphyloma, and, if the appearances should 
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then prove to be such as indicated malignant degeneration, to proceed 
at once to extirpate the eyeball. 

The prominent tumor was accordingly removed, in the presence of 
Drs. Coale, Morland, Oliver, Shaw, and Mr. Oliver ; the patient being 
under the influence of sulphuric ether. 

Instead of the ordinary phenomena attending the ablation of staphy- 
loma, the mass which I removed was solid and firm, offering to thefeye 
the color and aspect of encephaloid disease, but of scirrhous hardness, 
The anterior chamber was obliterated, and the iris seemed to have be- 
come merged in the morbid tissues 

Dr. Shaw had the kindness to submit portions of the mass which had 
occupied the anterior chamber, to immediate examination by the micro- 
scope. From the results of this examination, and the general aspect 
of the tumor, it was unanimously decided that the more capital operation 
ought to be at once performed. ‘This was done in the usual manner ; 
the external commissure of the eyelids being divided to allow more space, 
and the eyeball being removed without excising the capsule of cellular 
tissue which separates it from the adipose contents of the orbit. The 
hemorrhage was very slight, and no vessel required ligature. 

The wound at the external canthus having been brought together by 
a point of suture, the dressing was completed by placing a wet compress 
over the lids, without introducing lint or any other substance into the 
cavity of the orbit. 

Nothing occurred to interfere with the rapid progress of the cure. 
The discharge of pus was very slight, and appeared to have entirely 
ceased in a week from the day of operation. Cicatrization seemed to be 
then complete, though the whole surface furnished a larger amount than 
usual of the ordinary conjunctival secretions. 

Further microscopic investigations were made in regard to the charac- 
ter of the tumor, by Drs. Shaw and Durkee. Cancer cells were found 
in abundance throughout the diseased mass, and also in the hyaloid 
membrane. ‘The degeneration seemed to involve the iris and ciliary pro- 
cesses, but apparently did not implicate the posterior tunics. 

This ‘case is remarkable, from the age of the patient ; from the disease 
having had its origin in the anterior portion of the globe ; from. its 
scirrhous form ; from the mildness of the symptoms which had accom- 
panied such extensive changes in very sensitive parts of the organ. 

Many of the. highest authorities in ophthalmic medicine deny the 
existence of scirrhus of the eyeball, or maintain silence in regard to it. 
Others refer to it as a disease peculiar to old age. 

Middlemore* says—‘“ Of the many thousand persons whose diseased 
eyes I have examined and treated, | have never yet seen a single case 
of genuine carcinomatous ulceration of the globe of the eye, but | have 
on several occasions witnessed a state of disease which I have termed 
scirrhus, because it is attended with great local pain, occurs in advanced 
life, is attended in the general, when of long continuance, with a consti- 
tutional affection, and has a {tendency to involve surrounding parts, and 


* On Diseases bf the Eye, London, 1835, p. 370. 
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is from the first characterized by a shrinking and uncommon induration 
of the affected organs.” 

Mr. Guthrie* describes the symptoms of fungus hematodes of the 
eye, but says nothing of those of scirrhus, except in a quotation from 
Scarpa describing it as a soft fungous excrescence on the exterior of the 
globe, afterwards degenerating into cancer. 

According to Weller,t “ Fungus hematodes principally affects children 
of less than 12 years, and is thus distinguished from cancer of the eye, 
which appears rather in old age.” ; 

Mr. Mackenziet has never met witb degeneration of the eye, ex- 
cept in adults considerably advanced in life. 

Mr. T. Wharton Jones$ mentions scirrhus of the eyeball as having 
been described by some authors, but has evidently never met with it in 
his own experience. 

Wardrop, in his work on the Morbid Anatomy of the Human Eye, 
does not refer to this disease. In another of his works, quoted by Mr. 
Lawrence,|| he says—“I have never been able to obtain an accurate 
account of a single case where any of the coats or contents of the eye- 
ball were the primary seat of cancer.” 

Mr. Travers says— I have satisfied myself, that as regards the eye, 
cancer is peculiar to the lachrymal gland, conjunctiva and eyelids.” 

It is not mentioned by several eminent authorities, and the descriptions 
given by others are vague and unsatisfactory. 

Among those who are silent, are Tyrrell,** Curtis,}+ Vetch,t{ Stoe- 
ber,$$ and Léveillé.|||| Among those who furnish imperfect descrip- 
tions, or who describe the disease as a degeneration of benign growths 
in consequence of improper treatment, are Wenzell,7@71 Velpeau,*** De- 
val,t¢} and Furnari.{{{ Demours, in his splendid work,$$¢ speaks only 
of fungus hematodes. Liston|||||| mentions fungus hematodes and melanosis 
only. §. Cooperf11 says— “Cancer of the eye in its commencement 
is generally restricted to the conjunctiva, which becomes swelled, thick- 
ened,and prominent between the eyelids, so as even to hide the cornea.” 

M. Rognetta,**** in referring to the opinion of Desault that cancer 
of the eye was most frequent in infancy, says he appears to have con- 
founded encephaloid cancer with scirrhus, which belongs to advanced 


* On the Operative Surgery of the Eye., London, 1830, p. 190. 
t Des Maladies des Yeux, Paris Translation, 1832, vol ii., p. 63. 
t On Diseases of the Eye, Boston edition, 1833, p. 451. 
Principles and Practice of Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery, Philad. edition, 1847, p. 215. 
Observations on Fungus Heematodes, p. 87. 
yo of Diseases of the Eye, London, 1821, p. 221. 
** On iseases the E Lon 
tt On the Physiology and Diseases o' , London, . 
tt On Diseases of She Eye, London, 1820. a 
Manuel Paris, 1834. 
| Des Mal des Yeux, Paris, 1807. 
| Manuel de l’Oculiste, Paris, 1808, vol. i., p. 84. 
** Manuel Pratique des Maladies des Yeux, Paris, 1840, p. 500. 
ttt Chirurgie Oculaire, Paris, 1844, p. 296. a 
ttt Traité Pratique des Maladies des Yeux, Paris, 1 ». S34. 
§§ Des Maladies des Yeux, Paris, 1818, vol. i., p. 
\ll| Practical Surgery, Philadelphia edition, 1838, p. 1 
T_ First Lines of the Practice of Surgery, Philad. edition, 1828, vol. i.. p. 458. 
*** Trait Philosophique et Clinique d’Ophthalmologie, Paris, 1844, p. 207. 
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age. M. Carron de Villards* describes cancer of the eye as being met 
with in aged persons, whilst fungus lvem:todes is frequent in infancy. 
Mr. Lawrence sayst—“ If the eyeball is susceptible of scirrhous induration 
and subsequent cancerous ulceration, the dis case is very rare, and has not 
been clearly described or delineated. | am not acquainted with any 
well-marked histories and dissections of true cancer of the eyeball.” 

- Those of the authors cited who have given descriptions of the disease, 
are unanimous in considering severe pain, and considerable enlargement 
of the veins, as among its invariable characteristics. In the case above 
detailed, both of these were wanting. Though the progress of the dis- 
organization had been somewhat rapid, the patient had experienced 
scarcely any sensations amounting to more than uneasiness, and, with the 
exception of two enlarged veins, there was no abnormal increase of vas- 
cularity in the tunics of the globe. 

- As the disease appears to have been so strictly local, in the anterior 
portion of the organ, the posterior tunics and optic nerve not being impli- 
cated, I entertain hopes that the patient may continue to enjoy her pre- 
sent robust health, and escape any recurrence of malignant affection. 


Boston, Sept. 8th, 1852. 


DR. COALE’S TREATISE ON UTERINE DISPLACEMENTS. 
[Continued from page 165.) 


Protarsus Urert.—The immediate symptoms of prolapsus uteri—that 
is, those sensations excited in the neighborhood by the mechanical in- 
pingement of the organ upon the neighboring ones—are somewhat an- 
ticipated in the last paragraphs. As in anteversion and retroversion, 
both bladder and rectum are liable to be embarrassed, particularly the 
latter, rendering defecation difficult. There is a feeling of weight 
within the pelvis, as of a body pressing downwards and exciting efforts 
at times to bear down ; accompanying which is a sympathetic sensation 
of weight all around the hips, and a peculiar dragging pain at times in 
the small of the back, where, indeed, almost always, there is more or 
less pain, though not of so distressing a kind. With these are also the 
general sympathetic sensations as given in the quotation from our article 
on woman’s dress ; altogether, a group, of which, though in particular in- 
stances several may be wanting, yet furnishing a very characteristic 
exhibition of the disease, and’ one to which we can scarcely make an 
addition. One particular symptom is not there included, which we have 
frequently met with. It is a feeling of emptiness at the pit of the sto- 
mach, sometimes heightened to a sense of gnawing. We suppose that 
‘this may be one of those instances where a very trifling gives rise 
to sensations utterly incommensurate with it—and that the settling down 
of the organ, taking from the small intestines their support, forces them, 
also, to take a lower place in the abdominal cavity, and causes this 
sensation of vacuity at the upper part of it. It is true that we have 


* Guide Pratique pour le Traitement des Maladies des Yeux, Paris, 1847, vol. ii., p. 459. 
t On the Diseases of the Eye, London, 1844, pp. 679, 680. 
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found this symptom quite a prominent one where the disease existed to a 
slight degree only ; but this, it may be here observed, is a remarkable 
a of the symptoms of uterine displacements, viz., that they are 

y no means proportioned in severity to the amount of the disease. So far 
from this, we have found them quite urgent when the displacement could 
scarcely be detected by touch ; and, again, we have found the uterus 
lying on the floor of the perineum, and yet the patient perfectly com- 
fortable so far as it was concerned. Indeed, there seems to be in some 
instances a disposition on the part of nature to accommodate herself to 
the new circumstances, and to submit to them without producing an- 
noyance and trouble. Thus we have had patients Who at the onset 
of their disease suffered much with all the characteristic symptoms of 
uterine displacements, yet in the course of time these disappeared one 
by one, though the affection became more advanced, until by the time 
the second degree of prolapsus was confirmed, the annoyances had for 
the most part ceased, or were only such as attention to emptying the rec- 
tum would relieve. 

Leucorrhcea is an almost invariable attendant upon uterine displace- 
ment. But we look upon it as a symptom common to many diseases of 
the organ, and dependent upon a condition of it which has not neces- 
sarily any connection with displacement. So, with dysmenorrheea, an 
almost equally constant attendant ; it is the effect, not of the dislocation 
of the organ, but of an engorgement of it, which state, however, does 
very constantly exist with the other. 

As for the state of the uterus itself, we have already mentioned its 
engorged condition, which may vary from a slight tumidity to enlarge- 
ment accompanied with great hardness. In the event of protrusion of 
the organ, this state is heightened, and the organ increases much in size, 
offermg a firmness and elasticity to the touch. In color it varies from 
a light pink to a dark red, or brown, taking the latter hue when per- 
fectly irreducible. The mucous membrane covering it, acquires, for the 
most part, a thick epithelium, but is exceedingly liable to ulceration, as is 
also the organ itself. ‘These ulcers are often very deep, always increas- 
ing greatly the sufferings of the patient, and lessening the strength by the 
perpetual drainage they keep up. Sometimes they become gangrenous, 
and, in more than one case, the whole organ has sphacelated and dro 
ped off; in one instance, of. a lady 60 years old (related by Nauche), 
with perfect relief to the patient. | 

With regard to the more distant influences of uterine displacements, as 
we stated at the opening of the chapter, it is difficult to say what we 
should enumerate as sympathetic sensations from the displacement of the 
organ, and what as accidental feelings either dependent upon another 
affection, or due to a general state of the system of which the disease 
under consideration is an effect, or of which it is an accidental attendant. 
Thus, a dizziness of the head, coming on irregularly, and in some cases 
depriving the individual of consciousness for a moment, is a frequent 
accompaniment of prolapsus, and we consider it a manifestation of the 
hysterical condition which is, so notoriously, often associated with affec- 
tions of the uterus. Pain between the shoulders occurs sufficiently often 
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to entitle it to note; yet we must consider this as merely a result of the 
generally debilitated state of the system, and one which would, and does, 
of course, occur independently of the local affection. 

Be this as it may, it is very certain that except with those blessed with 
unusual powers of vital resistance, as the French term it—with an im- 
perturbability of the nervous system, so to speak—uterine displacement, 
whatever may be its origin, and however healthy the subject of it may 
be in all other respects, soon brings with it a train of evils, in enumerat- 
ing which we can scarce make a limit short of a general derangement of 
all the vital functions. This undermining influence is first felt by the 
nervous system. ‘The patient, generally irritable, is sometimes corres- 
pondingly depressed in spirits ; or, at other times, loses control of herself 
in paroxysms of hysteria. The digestive organs are not long in showing 
their subjection to the influence. Dyspepsia, in one of its many forms, 
appears; and the functions of assimilation being interfered with, the 
blood begins to be less rich, becomes thin and impoverished, of course 
losing its fitness to nourish the economy. ‘The heart, now, from feeling 
the defects of innervation and from want of its accustomed stimulus of 
a rich circulating fluid, becomes irregular in its action—mostly feeble, 
and scarce sending its contents to the extremities of the system. At 
times it loads the Jungs with ‘a flood which the respiration, hurried to the 
last degree, can scarce dispose of. Of course muscular debility has long 
since supervened ; and, to it, still later, is added cold hands and feet, 
pallor and emaciation. To this description of the general wreck of the 
physical, and, in many instances, sad to say, of the moral health of the 
woman, caused by uterine displacement, we have to add but one more 
detail—that is, the sterility which most usually attends it. Of this, 
however, we will have occasion to speak again more at length. 


TREATMENT OF UTERINE DISPLACEMENTS. 

The first end to be attained in the treatment of these affections, is 
the replacement of the organ. When the case is one of simple prolap- 
sus, this is not difficult. ‘The rectum should first be emptied, the pa- 
tient placed on the back. The forefinger of the right hand, previously 
well smeared with lard, is then introduced into the vagina, and the ex- 
tremity of it placed against the edge of the os uteri. Gentle efforts must 
then be made to carry the womb upwards towards its proper situation, 
and, if a little discretion be used in modifying the direction of the thrust, 
it will in most cases obey the impulse. When elevated to the utmost, 
the left hand should be placed above the pubis and gentle pressure 
exerted there. The result upon the uterus will soon be ascertained ; 
and if it is found that the pressure forces it still higher, or retains it 
firmly in its proper situation so that it be not disposed to follow the 
finger in withdrawing it, we have at once a powerful assistance given 
us in our efforts to prevent the organ from being again displaced. A 
bandage and compress, a belt, or an abdominal supporter, may then be 
put on, with reasonable hopes of acting successfully. 

This examination into the effects of pressure over the pubis we hold 
to be very important, because there are many instances in which the or- 
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gan is not pushed high enough to permit pressure exerted there to act 
beneath it. The consequence is, that instead of its being retained in 
its place or carried upwards by the external force, it is actually impelled 
downwards again. In such cases, of course, the various external me- 
chanical contrivances intended for the relief or the cure of the disease, 
so far from being beneficial, are, in fact, just the reverse—hurtful. 

If there is anteversion or retroversion, replacing the organ is not gene- 
rally so readily accomplished, as it has first to be brought into its natural 
relations with the axes of the pelvis. In one case of the former affection 
we had no difficulty in doing this ; but, in the other, and in the case of 
retroversion, both accompanied with great prolapsus, we found much dif- 
ficulty in placing the organ in such a position that it could be carried 
upwards. — In the first of these, in fact, we had to introduce a silver ca- 
theter directly under the pubis, and by this, elevate the fundus of the 
uterus, while, with the forefinger of the other hand, the neck was brougbt 
downwards and forwards. 

In many cases, however, a restoration of the organ to its proper 
situation is not immediately possible, on account of its congested, en- 
larged and hardened state ; and in most, even where it can be restored at 
once, we have to combat this condition. We must therefore now look 
to the means we have of doing this. 

If it has not gone beyond simple congestion, the uterus feeling slightly 
enlarged and spongy to the touch, revulsives to the small of the back 
are in many cases perfectly sufficient. We have used dry cupping as 
efficaciously as any other form of these ; and the ingenuity of Dr. Augustus 
Gould, of Boston, has afforded us the most simple and convenient means 
of doing this. He suggested, for either wet or dry cupping, cutting in half 
the hollow India-rubber balls made as playthings for children, and ap- 
plying the cut surface to the spot, emptying at the moment the space 
within of air by pressure upon the outside. When the pressure is re- 
moved, the elasticity of the ball creates a vacuum within, and thus all 
the requisites for an efficient cupping apparatus are obtained. We have 
still further increased the power of this little instrument by only cutting 
off a third of the ball, and thus making the other two thirds an ex- 
hausted receiver ; in this way attaining a larger and more perfect vacu- 
um, and of course greater strength of suction. The great advantage 
in these is, that the patient can apply them without any assistance what- 
ever; and from this circumstance alone, the remedy is much more likely 
to be used faithfully, or for a sufficient length of time to render it effica- 
cious, than if it were repulsive either in itself or from the circumstance 
of its requiring the interference of others. Our direction for the use 
of these cups generally, is to apply them for fifteen or twenty minutes 
before dressing in the morning, and for the same space of time after 
undressing at night, using a little care to slightly shift the spot for appli- 
cation every day, in order to avoid the chance of making — sore 
where the mouth of the cup bears against it. We have often found that 
so much relief was given by these, and so speedily, that our patients 
have enthusiastically persevered in using them three times a-day ; though, 


for general purposes, we think twice a-day sufficient. The lady, whose 
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case was given in picturing the individual history of uterine displace- 
ments, was treated thus, and with the most marked success. 

Where a general fulness of the system indicates the propriety, wet 
cups may be used instead of dry ones, but of course not so frequently. 
Twice a week is as often as we should care to use them ; but we even pre- 
fer to this, timing their application to the menstrual flux, using them say 
once a-day, for the three days immediately preceding that period. The ad- 
vantage of this is, that it lessens the embarrassment of the uterus just at a 
moment when it is about to make an effort to do its duty—an effort, that, 
without assistance, would be futile, but which, with it, is often in its effects 
a most powerful means of accomplishing the very aim we have in view. 
Leeches have been used for the same purpose, but we do not consider 
them so convenient. By some, they are recommended to the organ itself, 
and we see no reason why they should not be as eminently useful as 
they are represented to be. It is very evident, however, that their ap- 
plication must be very troublesome to the physician—who, of course, in 
our country at least, would have to apply them himself; and to the pa- 
tient, in most instances, they must, when used in this way, be repulsive 
in the extreme on several obvious accounts. ‘The same objections‘apply 
to scarifying the neck of the uterus, which has also been found a very effi- 
cient remedy. Where the organ is protruded, however, this is very con- 
veniently done, and has an immediate effect in reducing the fulness of its 
vessels, 

Where the condition of the uterus is a still more chronic and confirm- 
ed affair—where, for instance, a year or more has fixed upon it the con- 
dition of congestion and its attendants, the means just mentioned would 
have but little efficacy. In such cases we want something which will 
act more steadily—-more uniformly—more powerfully—and which can 
be continued any length of time that may be requisite, without losing its 
efficacy, or exacting tov much from the patient. The latter is a very 
important consideration, as every one who has had much to do with chro- 
nic cases will at once confess. In many such, the disease is submitted 
to, the system gets accustomed to it, and reconciles itself to the annoy- 
ance—but not so to the remedy. The influence of the latter is slow, 
its effects not perceived for some time. There is nothing, therefore, im- 
mediately to cheer and encourage the patient, who in it only finds a new 
annoyance. If, then, this latter be great, it will not be persisted in 
faithfully and hopefully—two important conditions in any remedy—nor 
sufficiently long to attain the end desired. 

We have found the seton to be such a remedy as is wanted—lacking 
the objectionable points just mentioned. Why this old means of revul- 
sion should have gone so much out of use, we have never been able to 
explain to ourselves. Its application is far less painful than drawing a 
blister, and the care required in dressing it also much less than that of a 
blister, og of an issue. It looks, too, much less repulsive than the last, 
and does not leave so large and unseemly a scar when healed. We 
prefer a thumb lancet as the instrument with which to introduce it. 
Gathering up a fold of the skin we transfix it, and while the lancet is 
still in, pass between it and the skin above, but in the contrary direc- 
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_ tion, a common tape-needle, armed with silk braid. Performing the 
operation in this simple way disarms it of much that is frightful to the 
patient, and the thumb lancet is much more apt to be very sharp than 
the seton needle. Instead of the old way of using a long strip of braid 
wound on something, and unwinding a little every day and drawing it 
through the incision, we prefer, as far more convenient and cleanly, taking 
a piece only six inches long, and, after its introduction, tying the ends 
together in a hard knot, so as to prevent its being accidentally drawn out 
again. The length of the loop will readily admit of its being drawn 
back and forth an inch or so, and this should be done daily. When the 
strip has become soiled, it should be cut, a new piece sewed to the knot- 
Jess end, and drawn through as in the old method. We have found 
this so much more convenient and cleanly than the former way of 
managing a seton, that we have thought the time given to describing it 
as fully worth the while. 

Thus applied, we have found the seton a most efficacious revulsive in 
cases where the uterus is hardened and enlarged by a long continuance of 
the disease. And even, at an earlier period, it seems to have a most 
wholesome effect in so far relieving the organ as to permit it to return to 
the more regular exercise of its menstrual functions; a thing always 
greatly to be desired in such cases, both on account of the local and of 
the general effect. 

As an assistant to these depletives and revulsives, we have used, just at 
the menstrual period, warm hip baths—commencing some three or four 
nights before the flow is expected. They should be taken just before go- 
ing to bed, which should be warmed to such a degree as to avoid all pos- 
sibility of chilling the patient upon getting into it. As a means of taking 
the hip bath, a common wash tub does very well. It should be so large’ 
that the patient can sit down in it with the feet over one side and the 
back against the other, and so deep that the hips will be well covered. 
While taking it, the rest of the person should be well protected from cold, 
and a blanket ought to be thrown over the tub, so as to retain the heat, 
and make it more uniform to the parts not submerged. 

There is another local remedy which, so far as a very few cases go, 
we have found very efficacious in mild degrees of uterine engorgement. 
This is cauterizing the neck of the organ with nitrate of silver. It was 
first recommended in cases of uterine irritation, and the success of its ap- 

lication has gotten it very largely into use where that condition exists. 

inding that on applying it in cases where the prolapsed and tumid ute- 
rus was very irritable, not only the last symptom, but also the tumidity, 
was relieved, we have since used it successfully for that alone, but, as yet, 
in too few cases to urge it strongly, though these cases were very marked. 
It is effected through a speculum, by a piece of nitrate of silver in a 
porte caustic.* The frequency of its use must be determined by thv 


* We have been much inconvenienced in making applications to the os uteri for want of a pr>- 
per instrument to hold the substance applied, whether it be solid caustic, .or a spong:, or co'ton 
wool dipped into a solution. To remedy this, we have had one made which we find ans vers a:!in:- 
rably. It consists simply of a rod of whalebon», 3-16 of an inch in thickness and eight uehes long, 
farnished with a pair of forcepjaws at one end. It is easily cleansed, and does iuteriere 
with the sight when using it. 
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symptoms. In most instances we have found that four days would give 
time for the eschar to fall off and a fresh surface to be presented for th 
caustic again. 

Thus far our remedies have been directed to the organic condition of 
the uterus itself, and to replacing it in its proper situation. ‘There are other 
symptoms closely associated with it and with the parts in contiguity, which 
require attention. ‘The most obvious of these in most instances is the 
leucorrhcea ; and in combating this, we think we have reason to say, 
error is often committed in addressing the remedies to it without sufli- 
ciently considering the condition of the organ whence it proceeds and its 
relation to that condition. As we have hinted above, we look upon it in 
a measure as a sort of provisional drainage from the engorged vessels, con- 
nected undoubtedly in advanced cases at last with an alteration, to a 
greater or less degree, of the inner surface of the organ. ‘To attempt, 
then, to suppress it, whilst the condition on which it depends, or, to say 
the least, with which it is so closely associated, still exists, must be an 
error, and we feel that this view will be confirmed by closer examination 
into the phases of the disease in its progress towards removal. Why it 
has not been more insisted upon hitherto, is, that in most cases two or 
three symptoms are attacked at once, and the opportunity for analyzing 
the relation of the one to the other, is lost by their successive disappear- 
ance being attributed to the influence of the respective remedies used 
against them. Thus, the uterus is replaced by manipulation, and retain- 
ed mechanically in its position ; its congested state attacked by revulsives, 
and the leucorrheea by astringents. In due time each morbid phenomenon 
disappears, and we attribute the disappearance to the particular remedy 
used, without having any reason to suspect that had the engorgement of 
the organ been relieved, the flow might have ceased of itself. It has, 
however, more than once happened with us, that the astringents acted a 
little faster than the revulsives, and an aggravation of the uterine irritation, 
amounting in one case to decided inflammation, was induced, leading us 
to examine more closely into the correctness of the principles on which 
our treatment was planned, and to come to the conclusions above stated. 


TREATMENT OF APOPLEXY—PURE CRYSTALLIZABLE SUGAR. 


Tue following is from a letter written by Dr. Samuel A. Cartwright, of 
ew Orleans, to a medical gentleman of this city, who kindly permits 
it to be inserted in the Journal.—Ep. ] 

Dear Sir,—I observe that you bave (in the Boston Medical School) 
two chairs, or rather one and a half—Pathological Anatomy and Adjunct 
in the Theory and Practice. Enclosed I send you a paper in which 
allusion is made to Dr. Marshall Hall’s theory and practice in apoplexy. 
The object of this note is to call your attention to a paper of mine on 
apoplexy, published some two years ago in the New Orleans Medical 
and Surgical Journal, which fell stillborn from the press. My theory is 
nearly the same as that of Hall, but my practice is much better and 
easier. For twenty-five years I have been in the habit of curing apoplexy 
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almost as readily as intermittent fever. Physicians will not avail them- 
selves of the advantages of the practice, because the old theory of apo- 
plexy will not let them. The laryngismus and trachelismus that Hall 
speaks of, can be cured by a mixture of salt, mustard, ipecac. and tinc- 
ture of assafcetida, put into the mouth and fauces, very speedily. Pa- 
tients can swallow that, when the deglutition of plain water is impossi- 
ble. If the stertor or rhonchus be very great, with stupor corresponding 
to the stertor and relaxation of the sphincters, I add capsicum, quinine 
and laudanum, in full doses, to the mixture. At first it strangles, but by 
turning the patient on his side and disembarrassing the throat of a tough 
mucus, or phlegm, always in it in such cases, and trying again and again, 
the patient will soon be able to swallow enough to vomit. If this be 
assisted by hot water to the head and epigastrium, the patient will soon 
regain his senses, after having taken enough to vomit. In my essay on 
apoplexy, I was afraid of spoiling it by saying much on the utility of 
hot water, as the medicine above mentioned will do in mild cases ; but 
coup de soleil cannot be cured without the hot water. They all die 
with the ice treatment. In regard to bleeding, J bleed if the pulse indi- 
cates it after the re-action. ‘This is a very important subject ; and you 
must excuse me for calling your attention to it. 1 know not whether it 
would succeed in your winter apoplexies—but 1 know it would in the 
summer. 

J expect you have seen, by this time, my paper in the Boston Jour-_ 
nal on bronchial, dyspeptic and consumptive complaints. Permit me 
to call your attention to the different sugars—one a therapeutic agent, 
and the other a morbific agent. One kind fattens, and the other does 
not. One is grand in dyspepsia, the other hurtful. But how to tell the 
two kinds of sugar from one another, and when they are mixed together, 
as they generally are, how to tell the quantities of each, is a question of 
much importance. Optical chemistry will enable the practitioner to de- 
cide. If you have not paid much or any attention to that new science, 
I am afraid that my sugar remedy will fare badly in your estimation. 
I will observe that no other than crystallizable sugar exists in the mature 
joint of uninjured cane ; that it has a circular polarization to the right ; 
that after the juice has fermented, it rotates to the left. ‘The first is 
the fattening, or therapeutic sugar; the last, the morbific. ‘These two 
kinds have the same property of rotating to the right or left that pla- 
giedral quartz has. ‘The angle of deviation is proportional to the length 
of the tube and to the number of active particles in the liquid. Hence 
by optical chemistry those particles cannot only be weighed more ac- 
curately than in a balance, but the amount in weight of particles of the 
different kinds of sugar in the mixture can be told. ‘The molecular ro- 
tary power, one to the right and the other to the left, is a constant at- 
tribute of the nature of each. Crystallizable sugar in the cane results 
from no chemical re-action, as other sugar does, but from laws of vi- 
tality occupying a high rank in the scale of vegetable organization. 
But external agencies, as too much moisture, causing what is called the 
second growth of the cane, give rise to chemical affinities, which de- 
stroy the good sugar and convert it into glucose or a chemical sugar— 
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not a vital one. The cold of our southern States matures the plant, 
without hurting it—and hence our sugar is superior as a medicine, and 
as an article of diet, to West India sugar. It is nearly all a pure vital 
product, and not a chemical one—the excess of moisture being prevent- 
ed by our cold weather, and the vital process perfected. But after a 
freeze and then a thaw, the sugar then made is partly chemical, has a 
sour smell, and is inferior. The per centage of crystallizable sugar is 
found by adding hydrochloric acid to a given solution, and observing 
the deviation, having previously observed the deviation before the addi- 
tion of the acid. This is the best test for the purity of sugar of com- 
merce. It is a subject worthy of the attention of the physician. To 
know the worm-breeding, scurvy-producing sugar, from the worm-de- 
stroying, anti-scorbutic and fattening sugar, by merely looking through a 
glass and making an algebraical calculation, is certainly a progression in 
science. 


FOREIGN HONORS CONFERRED ON AN AMERICAN SURGEON. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sir,—An honor conferred upon an American surgeon by an Eu- 
ropean institution, will be appreciated by the profession throughout the 
country. As your valuable Journal has a wide circulation among 
‘medical men, | am sure you will feel a pride in announcing the follow- 
ing fact—that upon Professor Valentine Mott has lately been conferred 
the Honorary Fellowship of Kings and Queens College of Physicians in 
Ireland. 

Since the foundation of this College, which was nearly two centuries 
ago, but twenty-six medical men of different countries have received 
this degree—Prof. M. being the only American. Below I give you a 
list of them. 

This College was founded in 1630, by Dr. John Stearne, Fellow and 
Professor of Physic in Trinity College, Dublin—was incorporated by 
royal charter of King Charles Il. A.D., 1667, and re-incorporated by 
their majesties King William and Mary, A.D. 1692, under the title of 
the King and Queen’s College of Physicians in Ireland. 

Yours most respectfully, A Supscriper. 

New York, Sept. 24, 1852. 


HONORARY FELLOWS. 


Francis Barker, elected June 14, 1813. 
Wm. Harty, Oct. 28, 1833. 

Peter Mark Roget, Jan. 4, 1836, 
Win. Pultney Alison, April 11, 1836. 
Jonathan Osborne, Oct. 26, 1840. 
Charles Johnson, Oct. 18, 1841. 
Robt. Law, Nov. 1, 1841. 

Chas. Farren, Oct. 31, 1842. 

Geo. Alex. Kennedy, April 13, 1846. 
John Creery Ferguson, Oct, 26, 1846. 
Thos. Cuming, Jan. 10, 1848, 
Neason Adams, Jai. 10, 1848. 

Thos. M’Keever, Jan, 10, 1848. 


Fleetwood Churchill, Jan. 10, 1848. 
Sir James Clark, Bart., Aug. 2, 1849. 
John Thos, Banks, April 8, 1850. 
John Toleken, April 8, 1850. 

James Apjohn, Oct. 28, 1850. 

P. Ch. A. Louis, May 26, 1851. 

G. Andral, May 26, 1851. 

A. F. Chomel, May 26, 1851. 

M. Paul Ant’e Dubois,.May 26, 1851, 
Carl Rokitansky, May 26, 1851. 
Joseph Skoda, May 26, 1851, 
Hermann F, Kilian, May 26, 1851, 
J. Muller, May 26, 1851, 
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RESPIRATION—TREATMENT OF THE CHOLERA. 
To Samuel A. Cartwright, M.D., of New Orleans. 


Dear Sir,—Since you have done me the honor to address me through 
this medium, it seems but the natural dictate of respect and gratitude that 
I should reply in the same manner. 

Again, the cholera still prevails. ‘This morning’s papers state that there 
have been fifteen deaths in New York during the past week ; and I wish 
by writing to you through a public journal to call attention to the facts 
developed in your researches and in mine. The same regard to human 
life prompts me to this course which induced me, in 1849, to publish a 
work on “ Respiration and its Effects, more especially in relation to 
Asiatic Cholera, and other Sinking Diseases,” in which it was shown 
that many witnesses, most of whom may now be produced if required, 
were, and they now are, ready to testify to a sudden restoration from 
what had before been regarded as the last and fatal stage of that dreaded 
malady ; and that these restorations were effected without medicine. 
The patients were saved by faith in the teachings dictated by the truths 
of which you, Sir, have, with me, been the advocate and expounder, 
and by following their faith with corresponding works of their own. 
Thus, by the vigorous use of the organs of voluntary respiration—ac- 
cession of air and position being regarded—they cleared their air- 
sages of irrespirable gas, and drew in the oxygen which re-kindled at 
the lungs the warming fires of life. This gave to the checked blood its 
accustomed flow, exciting the heart to renew its functional movement, 
and almost instantaneously rounding out the pinched and collapsed fea- 
tures of cholera ; and substituting for the pale violet hue of the face, 
at first the dark purple of the venous blood, and then the bright roseate 
tinge of the arterial, with answering returns of strength and health. 

The announcement of these cures was made only a few months after 
the nation, by the direction of its chief magistrate, had held a day of 
fasting and of prayer, that the Almighty would be pleased to withdraw this 
terrible scourge ; but still it was rife in the land. Why was this an- 
nouncement received so coldly by the medical world? Why did the 
editor of a neighboring ‘sami of medicine, after promising to give me a 
few pages of his penodical for the publication of such extracts from 
my work as I should choose to make—why did he, when I drew out 
and sent him the extracts, treat me with the rudeness to break his pro- 
mise, without even making me any apology? I suppose it must have 
been because he and other medical men did not believe the truths which 
I published. Now I wish to recall this subject to their minds. You 
have shown to the world, by the ever-memorable experiment of the re- 
suscitated alligator, how the admission of fresh air operates to re-kindle 
the fire of life, and set its clogged wheels in motion. And will not man- 
kind now open their eyes to see and understand, that while life remains, 
and the animal organism is unimpaired, the individual may better intro- 
duce the needed air into his own lungs, than the operator force it into 
those of a breathless alligator. 

But it may be said alligators are not human beings. Go, then, unbe- 
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liever, to the chamber, where a father in his agony stands beside ‘the 
pale, still body of his expired babe. Mark in his countenance the strug- 
gle and the noble victory, by which prejudice succumbs to parental af- 
fection. Mark his active exertions; and see, that little bosom heaves, 
and the lips part with a convulsive gasp! O for a painter who could 
delineate that scene ; who could throw the brightness of hope and joy 
over the dark ground of despair, as then they were shining upon the 
father’s face! Bring this scene before you, and then ask yourself—if 
Dr. Ely could resuscitate ‘his infant of six months old, after he had ac- 
tually expired with cholera, why could not I, if attacked with the same 
disease, cure myself by the vigorous use of my own voluntary muscles 
of respiration? The candor of Dr. Ely, I hope, may be imitated by 
others. And as tothe “ little orator,” William Francis Ely, I hope he 
may live to follow the noble profession to which you, Sir, have done so 
much honor, and to teach, both in principle and in practice, the truth, to 
which he will learn that, under God, he owed his infant life. 
Most respectfully your friend and servant, 
Troy, ‘N. Y., Sept. 18, 1852. Emma Wituiarp. 


EXPULSION OF TAPE-WORM BY PUMPKIN SEEDS. 


(Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 


Case I].—Through the politeness of Dr. E. M. Moore, I had an op- 
portunity, about two weeks ago, to administer the pumpkin-seed emul- 
sion to a patient of his, affected with tape-worm. ‘The remedy was 
taken at 6, A.M., followed by two doses of castor oil, which expelled 
the worm at noon. When I saw it, it was much corrugated by immer- 
sion in strong alcohol, so that its length must have been materially re- 
duced. It measured eighty inches, and was composed of neck, body 
and tail, but no head. ‘The patient, for a number of years, had expel- 
led fragments of the worm almost daily, and quite recently had pulled 
off more than a foot in one piece. I proposed another trial of the 
remedy, with a view of obtaining the head, but the experiment has been 
necessarily postponed. In respect to the evacuation of the head, upon 
which so much stress is laid, it is well to bear in mind, that from the ex- 
treme tenuity and fragile nature of the animal’s neck, and the means 
which the head possesses of fastening itself to the bowels, together with 
the minuteness of the organ itself, various difficulties and disappoint- 
ments must arise in our efforts to obtain ocylar demonstration of this 
structure. Bremser mentions “an important practical fact, viz., that of 
the many hundred persons cured by him of tape-worm, not a single indi- 
vidual has seen the head come away.”—(Cycl. Pr. Med., art. Worms.) 

The seeds used in the above case were of the common pumpkin— 
cucurbita pepo—and were prepared as follows. Take three ounces of 
pumpkin seeds, bruise them thoroughly in a mortar, and add water until 
by expression and straining they afford eight ounces of emulsion. ‘The 
whole to be taken at once on an empty stomach, followed in two hours 
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by a sufficient purgative dose of castor oil. Cold water to be used 
freely as a drink, but no food until after the operation. 

In Philipp Lorenz Geiger’s Hand buch der Pharmacie, Heidelberg, 
1829, 2nd vol., p. 1702, the cucurbita occidentalis (West-Indian pump- 
kin) is recommended, on the authority of D. Mongeney, as a valuable 
remedy for tape-worm. 

For simplicity, “en and safety, the “ pumpkin-seed remedy ” 
has no competitor. That its efficacy may prove equal to that of kousso 
and other celebrated articles, is not an unreasonable anticipation, and my 
object in recording these two cases has been, to induce the readers of the 
Journal to test it and report their experience. W. W. Ey. 

Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 27, 1852. 


PHYSICIANS AND THEIR DOINGS IN IOWA. 
{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgica) Journal.| 


Some four or five years since, Drs. M. H. Clark, of Council Bluffs, 
Swan, Prof. Hudson, and Sanford, entered into an arrangement to 
canvass the State of Iowa, and secure if possible the influence and pa- 
tronage of every practismg physician in it for the medical department 
of the University of the State. The report of these gentlemen was 
highly satisfactory. ‘Their efforts were seconded by the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Col. Thos. H. Benton, the Governor of the State, 
and many other influential citizens, by whose wise and noble efforts to 
further the objects of the physicians, a faculty was organized, and a 
course of lectures delivered at Davenport. Next season the citizens of 
Keokuck tendered the faculty a very suitable building for lecture rooms, 
laboratory, &c., and made a generous donation towards erecting and 
furnishing a suitable building for a hospital, which was accepted by the 
Faculty and Board of Trustees of the University, and the next course 
of lectures delivered there to a respectable class. The Legislature of 
the State granted five thousand dollars during its last session to the insti- 
tution, to be used as the Faculty thought proper, for the benefit of the 
school. In the selection of the Faculty the Trustees were actuated by 
motives which were highly commendable. Merit alone was the test, 
and the present flourishing condition of the school, where a few years 
ago the wigwam of the Sac and Fox Indians stood, shows the wisdom of 
the course. as 
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Canabis Indica. —— A New Orleans paper states that a druggist of that 
city has been experimenting with that singular product — extract of Indian 
hemp—to test its applicability in disease. Having on several occasions 
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given accounts of the common custom of smoking it in Egypt, and widely 
distributed, some years since, parcels of the extract to me.tical superintend- 
ents of institutions for the insane, prepared by Prof. O Shaughnessy, of 
Calcutta, it is unuecessary to report respecting it what has become an old 
story. Although hopes were entertained that it might be advantageous! 

prescribed for some order of lunatics, no satisfactory results were obtained, 
and Canabis Indica, therefore, has now quite fallen into forgetfulness among 
us. The statements of the New Orleans experimenter accord with the ac- 
counts of effects produced on the hash-hesh smokers on the borders of the 
Nile. It seems, according to his observations, that there is little if any 
difference in regard to the effects on the system, whether the article is 
taken into the stomach, or inhaled when volatalized into the lungs. Those 
we saw under its exhilarating influence, sat upon a wooden bench, on their 
haunches, gravely drawing at a pipe-stem, without uttering a single word. 
Suddenly one of the company would burst into a tremendous horse-laugh, 
and then another, without having even spoken or looked at each other. 
Tears rolled down their bronzed cheeks, to such a pitch of pleasurable ex- 
citation had they been raised. Visions of extatic beauty were represented 
to have been dancing before them, while wit and repartee, to which they sup- 
posed themselves listening, all but convulsed their over-excited systems. The 
gentleman in New Orleans, referred to in the paper,“ took six grains, a very 
large dose, which produced great weight about the head. followed by irre- 
sistible bursts of laughter, during which, however, perfectly conscious of 
of ail that he was doing, and felt and thought. He says: ‘I was aston- 
ished by the crowd of brilliant and novel fancies and ideas that rushed 
through my brain, returning over and over again. Imagination and per- 
ception were developed to their fullest extent. All the principal incidents 
of my life passed before me like a flash. This condition of mind lasted 
two hours. Dreams and reveries of the most pleasing nature followed this 
extraordinary tension of the intellectual faculties. Then came a deep, calm 
sleep, which terminated this singular fit or mental hallucination.’ Another 
person, who took the same quantity, first felt the most extreme terror. unde- 
finable, and without an object, which was followed by immediate laughter.” 


Delirium Tremens.—An anonymous correspondent in New York has 
addressed a note to the editor, in which he insists that delirium tremens 
has its origin in the excessive use of cocculus Indicus, which brewers 
and spirit adulterators introduce extensively into beer and other liquors. 
Gin and brandy, too, of the imitation kind — and, by the by, there is but 
very little of any other kind —are drugged with the same pernicious ber- 
ry ; and those, therefore, who swallow the largest number of drams, receive 
the greatest amount of this poison. Cocculus Indicus imparts the intoxi- 
eating property to beer and ale; and such is the immense quantity of the 
article said to be used in England, that sad consequences very naturally 
follow excessive beer drinking. ‘The idea, however, that delirium tremens 
is developed by that article, and that pure spirits exert no injurious effects 
on the system, is a new doctrine, to us, at least, and requires to be fortified 
by responsible names before it has credence in this direction. Hard drink- 
ing, which means downright intemperance, certainly has produced delirium 
tremens, in sections of country where intoxicating liquors are made, and 
in which the cocculus Indicus was not employed. We therefore shall be 
slow to believe in the theory, based on the mere assumption of a nameless 
writer. 
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Effects of Carious Teeth.—At the late meeting of the American Society 
of Dental Surgeons, held at Newport, R. I., a dissertation was read by Dr. 
Robertson, of Manchester, N. H., which was creditable to him as a man of 
science. He is doubtless correct in his views of the pernicious consequences 
of suffering decayed teeth to remain. They are sources of irritation, in- 
flammation, suppuration, and a multitude of other disquiets which could 
hardly be enumerated. The cases cited in illustration of his propositions, 
are pertinent, and fully bear him out in the conclusion, that decayed teeth 
are potent engines in undermining health. In the course of his paper, the 
author remarks: ‘ And shall the conservators of the health of the people 
— the physicians, or the dentists — then overlook or disregard this far more 
concentrated miasm, and its source, decayed and decaying teeth, situated 
as it is in the very gateway of the life of their patients ?” 


Obstetrical Apparatus.—Dr. Wm. W. Finch, of Ausable Forks, Essex 
Co., N. Y., is the inventor of a curious combination of straps, pads and 
braces, intended to be at the disposal of females in the hour of labor. The 
apparatus is ingenious, portable and cheap — and, better still, is likely to 
be useful. As a whole, it is one of those things that cannot be intelligibly 
described, and yet itis perfectly simple. Medical gentlemen will perceive 
the advantages the invention offers, the moment it is presented to them. 
We are informed that females who have availed themselves of the mechan- 
ical assistance afforded by Dr. Finch's ingenuity, are unanimous in its 
praise. Perhaps some physician who has used it may favor us with a 
communication on the subject. 


Materia Medica and Therapeutics.—A prospectus is abroad, as mention- 
ed last week, for the publication of the mass of erudite writings, by William 
Tully, M.D. From the intimations presented by the publisher, or rather 
gene of these papers, the medical public have a right to indulge in 

igh expectations. We believe no one will question the great learning of 
Dr. Tully. He is at home in any department of human knowledge, but is 
more particularly conversant with materia medica and therapeutics. Like 
Humboldt, he is never idle, but perpetually adding to the immense accumu- 
lation of facts illustrative of the every-day phases of the human system, and 
the treatment of its diseases. We therefore trust that encouragement will 
be given to the projectors of this enterprise, so that the results of this emi- 
nent medical philosopher’s long course of study and experiment may be 
circulated and benefit the profession. 


Cause of Idiocy in Massachusetts.—One of the Boston papers has the fol- 
lowing paragraph : 

“ Dr. Howe ne examined carefully almost the entire number of cases of 
idiocy known to exist in Massachusetts, and the result is that in all but 
four instances, he found the parents of these idiots were intemperate, ad- 
dicted to sensual vices, scrofulous, predisposed to insanity, or had inter- 
married with blood relations.” 


Medical Appointment in Philadelphia. — By request of our friend Dr- 
Ramsey, Editor of the East Tennessee Record of Medicine and Surgery» 
we hereby cheerfully lend our aid in correcting an error made in the last 
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number of that periodical relative to a recent appointment in one of the 
medical schools of Philadelphia. Dr. F. Gurney Smith has been called to 
a Chair in the Medical Department of Pennsylvania College, and not in 
the Philadelphia College of Medicine as stated by the notice in the Record. 


Negro Population of America.—A statistical writer has furnished the 


public with the following computation of the African descent now existing 
in the New World: 


United States, - - - - - 3,650,000 
Brazil, - - - 4,050,000 
South American Republics, - - - 1,130,000 
British Colonies, : - - 750,000 
Hayti, - - 850,000 
French Colonies, - 270,000 
Dutch Colonies. - - - - - 50,000 
Danish Colonies, - - - - - 45,000 
Mexico, - - - - - - 70,000 
Canada, - - - 35,000 

Total, - - 12,370,000 


Of these seven anda half millions are in slavery, in the United States, 
Brazil, and the Spanish and Dutch Colonies; one quarter of a million 
in process of emancipation in the South American Republics; and the re- 
mainder, four million six hundred and twenty thousand, are free. 


Tribute to Dr. Hooker.—At a meeting of the Norwich Medical Associa- 
tion, August 12, 1852, a committee was appointed to draft resolutions in 
regard to the anticipated removal of Dr. Worthington Hooker to New Ha- 
ven. The following, proposed by the committee, were unanimously 
adopted, and ordered to be published in such journals as the committee 
should think proper. 

Whereas, The members of the Norwich Medical Association, desiring to 
avail themselves of the opportunity for expressing their regard for Dr. 
Hooker on the occasion of his retiring from the practice of his profession 
in this place, and feeling warmly attached to him personally, for his kind 
professional intercourse and the uniform courtesy and patience which 
have distinguished him in the discharge of his duties, and having a high 
esteem and regard for him as a talented and accomplished physician,— 
therefore, 

Resolved, That we sincerely regret the separation from us of one who 
has set so eminent an example of true professional honor, and who has 
_ so scrupulously regarded the rights and feelings of his medical bre- 
thren. 

Resolved, That such an example puts to shame too many medical prac- 
titioners of the present day, who seem to be governed by an overbearing 
spirit, or by a crafty, insinuating disposition, wounding at every step the 
fair fame of those whom they should treat as brethren. 

Resolved, That in his work entitled “ Paysician anp Patient,” Dr. 
Hooker exhibited rare qualities that have justly secured to him the esteem 
and confidence of the great body of she profession throughout the country ; 


— 
= = 
| 
— 
| 
| 
) 
= 
— 
— 
— 
q 
— 
2 
| 
— 
= 
| 
| 
| 
— 
| 
— 
— 
— 
| 
| 
ag 


Medical Intelligence. 7 221 


and that the prominent position which he now holds among medical men, 
resulting from these qualities, indicates for him a career of great and exten- 
sive usefulness in the new relation to which he has been called. 

Resolved, That in Dr. Hooker's untiring zeal and industry, in his careful 
habits of investigation, in his sound and wise discrimination in the applica- 
tion of medical principles, and in the operations of his clear and vigorous 
mind, enlightened and instructed by the various Jearning of his profession, 
we see the trne causes of the eminence to which he has attained. 

Resolved, That we congratulate the Faculty of Yale College, and the 
Medical Profession in the city of New Haven, upon their good fortune 
in securing for the Chair of the Theory and Practice of Medicine, a gen- 
tleman so fully possessing the requisite qualities for filling that position. 

Horace Tuurston, Sec’ry of the Association. 


Ether Controversy. — In an extra sheet attached to the Journal of the 
present week, will be found the debate of the Senate, at Washington, on the 
great ether controversy. It is taken from the Congressional Globe, the 
official organ of the Senate. Believing our readers would like to peruse 
the document, inasmuch as it throws some new light on the important 
subject discussed ; and as many impressions have been made and nota few 
statements gone forth which are more or less erroneous, we issue it entire, 
in a supplement. This will enable our readers to form an enlightened and 
correct judgment in the matter—which it is impossible to do from the thou- 
sand and one conflicting paragraphs that have from time to time appeared 
in the daily journals, emanating from uncertain sources; or from the still 
more numerous reports in the street, at public resorts, or in the social circle. 


Medical Electricity. — We would refer the reader to an advertisement of 
Dr. J. B. Cross, in to-day’s Journal. We believe Dr. C. has been more 
closely devoted to this particular branch of practice for a long series of 
years, than any other person in this city, and those who are most familiar 
with bis practice bear testimony to his ability and faithfulness. The New 
York Quarterly Journal of Medicine says of him —“J. B. Cross, Esq., of 


Boston, is a medical electrician of ,great experience and reliability.” 


Between 50 and 60 fatal cases of cholera have occurred at Columbus, 
Ohio. since the 20th of June last. The dysentery has also been unusually 
prevalent there the present season. 


Cc 


Notice.—In the number of this Journal for July 28th, a notice was published respecting Mr. 
O. W. Kibbe, an agent for the Journal, which seemed to be called for by circumstances unne- 
cessary here to mention. We are now enabled to state that these circumstances have been ex- 
plained, and his accounts with the publisher have been fully and fairly settled. We know nothing 
against Mr. K. as a man of integrity, and trust that any suspicions respecting him which may have 
been caused by the notice referred to, will be fully removed by the explanation now made. 


Diev,—At Lebanon, Conn., Dr. S. W. Clarke—At New Orleans, drowned, Dr Tricon, a 
rominent citizen—At Washington, D. C., Thomas Baldwin, M.D., of Vershire, Vt.,28.—At New 
ork, William Anderson, M.D., 60. 

Deaths in Boston—for the week ending Saturday noon, Oct. 2d, 83.—Males, 44—females, 39. 
Accidental, 5—dropsy, 2—inflammation of bowels, 3—disease of brain, |—consumption, 21—eon- 
vulsions, 6—cholera infantum, 2—dysentery, 7—diarrhoea, 2—dropsy, 2—dropsy of brain, 1—ex- 
haustion, I1—scarlet fever, 5—fracture, 1—hoopin 1—disease of heart, 2—infantile, 6— 
of liver, 2—marasmus, l—old age, 4—palsy, 1—pleurisy, |—syphilis, 1—teething, 4— 
thrush, 1. 

Under 5 years, 30—between 5 and 20 years, J—hetween 20 and 40 vears, 26 — between 40 
and 60 years, 8—over 60 vears, 10. Americans, 32; foreigners and children of foreigners, 51. 
The above includes 7 deaths at the City institutions. 


| 
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222 Medical Intelligence. 


Holland Gin as a Medicine.—In our last number we accompanied the 
publication of a Circular on this subject, from our fellow citizen Udolpho 
Wolfe, Esq., with a brief commentary, expressive of our own views. Since 
then we have been employing this agent, and thus far with favorable re- 
sults. But we are in the receipt of several communications on the subject 
from medical men, which serve to show that Mr. Wolfe’e Aromatic Schie- 
dam Schnapps, is very extensively in use, and, in the hands of physicians, 
is proving itself, as a stimulating diuretic, to be eminently successful, 
after other medication with this intent had been tried in vain. In one of 
the cases thus reported, abdominal dropsy has been cured, and the necessit 
of tapping averted ; and in another, a distressing case of gravel, so called, 
has been entirely removed by the passage of a calculus of considerable size, 
which is ascribed to the use of only two bottles of this article. 

We know not the object of Mr. Wolfe in designating his preparation by 
the singular uneuphonious name of “ Schnapps,” nor of his denominating 
it in his advertisements, the *‘ concentrated Tincture of Juniper,” instead 
of perpetuating its ancient title of Holland Gin. It is true that he admits 
it to be nothing else than the latter article in its pure state, unadulterated 
by noxious drugs, and hence he contradistinguishes it from Gin of com- 
merce, nearly all of which, as is well known, is manufactured here and 
elsewhere from inferior whiskey, and refuse drugs. The name he has 
given it, however, may serve the purpose of designating his article, as pre- 
pared exclusively for medical purposes, and thus commend it to physicians, 
for whose convenience it is on sale only by reputable druggists and 
apothecaries. 

As respects its medicinal and curative effects, we understand him to claim 
only that it is a pure and reliable article of Holland Gin, and as such wor- 
thy of the confidence of physicians, in those diseases for which they are 
wont to prescribe it, and have hitherto only been restrained, by finding it 
impracticable to obtain the article in a pure state. Nor should any preju- 
dice against alcoholic medicine deprive the afflicted of the benefit of this 
article, which from time immemorial has held its place among the remedial 
agencies of the Materia Medica, if it be found worthy of confidence by contin- 
ued experience. Atall events, those who persist in the employment and tole- 
ration of other alcoholic medicines, as tinctures, bitters, &c., and especially 
those who prescribe Gin under any circumstances, must all unite in giving 
the preference to a pure article over the manifoid adulterations so rife in 
the market. Mr. Wolfe liberally supplies physicians with a sample bottle 
for analysis and trial, as set forth in his Circular, and stakes the reputation 
of the remedy upon the innocence, safety and efficiency of his Holland 
Gin, when used under medical advice ; and pledges his own character in 
business that the article will not disappoint any who use it. 

We shall take occasion hereafter to discuss the whole subject of alcoholic 
medicine, a topic which has recently been attracting much attention in 
Europe and America.—New York Medical Gazette. 


Extraordinary Fecundity.—A Belgian paper states that a woman, thir- 
ty-three years of age, is now living at Liege, who affords an astonishing 
exainple of fecundity. She was lately confined of triplets, who are respect- 
ively her twenty-second, twenty-third, and twenty-fourth children. She 
has thus had, during nine years of married life, twenty-four children, all 
in good health, and of the female sex.—London Lancet. 
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